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ROM - being perſealy Seeta chat 
T I was very unequal to the task of 
committing to Paper, in a regulat or cor- 
rect arrangement, the unhappy incidents 
of my life, I had reſolved to he ſilent, and 
even ſubject myſelf to the effuſions that 
malice, whim, or caprice, might ptoduce 
from Grub-ſtreet writers, or garret pen- 
ſioners; but on reflection, and: conſidering 
how extenſive a ſcope for ſlander and fall 
hood the charge brought 
might furniſh, and how liable many amis 
able and reſp ectable characters were to be 
wounded by the licentious pens of ca- 
lumny and detraction, I thought it incum- 
bent on me to recite, ay + even in the 
moſt uncouth langua ſeyeral cir- 
cumſtances that — my preſent hard 
deſtiny, even from my childiſh days, up 
to the ill fated hour — my credulity and 
unfuſp pekting nature laid me open to de- 
ception, and brought me to the ignomi- 
nious end which 7 am doomed to ſuffer. 


J have in the following ſheets delivered 
B 2 a pe 
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a plain and faithful narrative of facts, un- 
adorned with eloquence, and chiefly wrote 
for the ſatisſaction of the humane and 


impartial, who will, I truſt, in the peru- 
ſal, diſcover that few or no enormities have 
| had a ſhare in the actions of my life, and 


that however harſh the word conviction 
grates on the ear, and enforces a preju- 
dice, a ſcope for lenity and mercy will 
be adjudged to have exiſted. But as I 
before mentioned, I write not to enter- 
tain the curious nor inquiſitive, but merely 
to check and - ſuppreſs any falſe or ſpu- 
rious productions, that may be offered to 
the public, and for the eaſe and fatisfac- 
tion of my own mind,” which is at pre- 
ſent, I bleſs my great ener, perſectly 
detached from all worldly cares and am- 
bition, in hopes of a bleſſed reception 
in the manſions of calm repoſe and per- 
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WAS born near Bolton, in the Moors of 
Lancaſhire, of very decent and honeſt pa- 
rents, who, having a very numerous family 
of ſixteen children, were rather contracted 
in circumſtances, and thereby prevented from 
giving us all as good. an edycation as honeſt am- 
bition might'with. My being the youngeſt of 
their iſſue, and they both dying before I was ten 
years of age, was in all probability the reaſon of 
mine being more confined than any of the other 


children: 3 
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children : however that may be, the unfortunate 
loſs of my parents, at fo early an age, opened 
many difficulties for me to encounter, which 1 | 
ſpeedily experienced, by being bound to a buſi- 
neſs I utterly diſliked; and in which, notwith- 
ſtanding I obtained a competent knowledge, I 
could not reconcile to myſelf to follow as a 
trade by which I was tb get my livelihood ; in 
conſequence thereof, I quitted the place of my 
nativity, and was direfted by chance ta Man- 
cheſter, where I ſoon procured a place in a gen- 
tleman's family; and by good behaviour was 
ſhortly advanced to be coachman; in this occu- 
pation I continued for ſome time, until I diſco- 
vered that a young lady in the houſe, who was ſiſ- 
ter to my maſter's wife, had conceived a partiality 
and tenderneſs for me, which may be ſuppoſed I 
improved as much as poſſible, and in courſe ſuc- 
ceeded to my beſt wiſhes ; ſhe had a ſmall fortune, 
which with her perſon | ſhe gave me in marriage ; 
and which, therefore, terminated my ſerrifugg 
ma wy TORY Wale 1 


„ _ Yo 


miſunderſtandin 25 in "domeſtic matters, _ re= 
Pater. loſſes and misfortunes in trade, obliged 


me 


„ 

me to break up houſekeeping, and ſeek ſome. 
more fayourable ſpot for my reſidence, and the 
repairing of my broken fortune. Liverpool wag 
the object I had in view for the above purpoſes g 
and after a few days ſpeculation, on any arrwal 
there, I determined, with the approbation of my 
friends, (ſome of whom lived in that town) ta 
become an officer to the Sheriff of the county of 
Lancaſter ; and accordingly gave ſecurity for' the 
employment, which I found to be a very bene- 
+ ficial one, and if prudently managed would have 
produced a very genteel living; but having injudi» 
ciouſly formed a connexion witha female, to whom 
I was much infatuated, was prevailed on to come 
to London, where I opened a ſhop, and carried on 
buſineſs in the ſhop-keeping way, in Prince's 
Street, Red Lion Square, for ſome time ; but 
finding my endeavours in that branch not to 
anſwer my expectations, I was conſtrained to 
reaſon with this female friend, on the improba» 
bility of ſucceeding in the buſineſs, and the ap- 
prehenſions I entertained of her falling into diſ- 
treſs 3 therefore I recommended to her to return 
to Liverpool, which ſhe did with ſeeming relue» 
tance, me 
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me, and {; ubjected me to debts exceeding, at leaſt 


U 


After our ſeparation, I parted with my ſhop, 


&c. and made intereſt to be ſworn in an 
officer to his Majeſty's Palace Court, wherein 1 
officiated for ſome time; but diſliking the prac- 


tice, and the unavoidable chicane and roguery 


that muſt be exerciſed by any perſon who wiſhed 
to become capital in that line, quitted it, and' 
procured ſome friends to become ſecurity for me 


to the Sheriffs of Middleſex, fondly preſuming 
that J might then with ſome certainty pronounce 
myſelf eſtabliſhed, and no more to be perplexed 
with vexatious changes or diſappointments, But 


how ſhort ſighted is man, and how unſtable are 
all earthly felicities! for from that æra I may date 
the commencement of all my bitter ſorrows, and 


dounilleſs: afflictions. 


In the year 177, 1 laboured Ser many diffi- 
culties, owing indeed to my too great credulity 
and good opinion of mankind, having beeu fixed, 
or, in other words, made liable for 600 1. the debt 


of a perſon whom it was my misfortune to arreſt, 


and too eafily believe, viz. Mr. C. of Long Acre, 
and a Mr. T. with others who equally deceived 


gool. all which combined to hurry me into ir- 


fetrieveable ruin; my bail becoming thereby ac- 


countable to the ſheriff, who was attached, but 
{til} 


— 


.. os M6 At I 


1 3 


ain was reimburſed by them, and whoſe re- 
ſentment, notwithſtanding, continued ſo violent 
as to prove a general inhibition againſt my 
being ever reinſtated; aggravated by the eruel 
mortification of having loſt my friends, and 
forced thereby to go into priſon, and await the 
event of an act of inſolvency, then in agitation, 
and afterward pafled ; and through which I was 
at laſt reſtored to ſogiety; but ſo bare, and diſ- 
trefled in circumſtances, as to leave me at a loſs 
how to turn myſelf for the ſupport of a wife 
then ready to lie in, and of a very weak and 
dilicate conſtitution. Thus circumſtanced, F 
again repeated my ſolicitations to the before 
named under ſheriff, Mr. P. to revoke his cruel 
reſolutions, and to ſuffer me, by due applica- 
tion, to get myſelf admitted to my former ſta- 
tion; why I ſay admit me, ariſes from a certain 
knowledge that he had done me many injuries 
with a Mr. C. who was the preſumptive. or no- 
mina! ſyub-ſheriff in his place; but in vain 
were all my remonſtrances and entreaties, cal- 
lous,, to the feelings of. humanity, and totally 
inexorable to my ſuit, he left me nothing ta 
hope for in that channel; and the length of 
time, which had elapſed fince my having exer- 
Fiſed the trade to which I was bred, and it be- 
ir at in period quite dead in London, reduced 


BA me 


endeavours on that head, but now, alas ! imma- 


of which I will not enter into, as I cannot ſup- 
poſe my ipſe dirt, will, after conviction, carry 


points that muſt lead to criminate or acquit 
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me to as helpleſs a ſtate as at my firſt entrance 
into this tranſitory ſphere. However, rouſed by 
the urgent calls of a family, who promiſed a 
yearly encreaſe, I, through the ſanction of ſome 
ſincere friends, negociated the purchaſe of a 
ſerjeant of mace's place, which I had bargained 


for, and had actually entered into ſecurity for 


the payment of; and ſhould have ſpeedily accom- 
pliſhed it to my ſatisfaction, had not the dire ob- 
ſtacle interfered, which not only defeated my 


turely deprives me of life; a minute diſcuſſion 


any weight with the cenſorious or ill- natured; 
ſtill happy in my own conſcience, I will ſub⸗ 
mit to the candid and generous the material 


myſelf, or thoſe particularly concerned. 


- Happening to be in company one evening in 
May, 1777, at a houſe near Chancery Lane, the 
general topic of converſation was the approach= 
ing races of Newmarket, Guildford, Epſom, 

&c, when a party was made eee ſome ac- 
quaintances and me to go to Epſom; according- 
ty on the jth of that month, I ſet out fog 
- ny and on the 8th made ſome bets on the 


Pons. 


n 

Downs, in which I paid and received ſome 
notes, which, as uſual, I promiſcuouſly put in 
my pocket book, without making any particu- 
lar remarks, or having any occaſion to inſpect 
them, until the Wedneſday following, being the 
10th, which was cauſed by my wanting to fur- 
niſh myſelf with a pair of boots, my own hav» 
ing been rendered uſeleſs by the entire bottoms 
coming off, on the preceding night, owing to its 
being very wet, and my getting into a ſlough or 
gully hole. This particular was known to the 
landlord of the inn where I ſet up, and was the 
perſon who helped to draw the boot from my 
leg. Inquiring for a perſon to equip me with 
a pair of boots, was directed to a ſhop, but as 1 
could not fit myſelf with hoots, was obliged to 
buy a pair of ſhoes, and of courſe wanted 
buckels. I was recommended for them to a 
Mr. Gaſkin's ſhop, one fide of which contained 
hardware, and the ather linen drapery ; while the 
ſhop-man was looking out the buckles it hap- 
pened, that I careleſsly handled and viewed a piece 
of linen which ſtruck my fancy, and which Mrs. 
Gaſkin obſerviag, ſhe, with the uſual addreſs 
common on ſuch occaſions, urged the goodneſs 
of the linen, and the beauty of the pattern, at 
the ſame time warmly: recommending to me to 
purchaſe a gown for my wife; I replied that 1 


8 hos 
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was but an indifferent judge, but that if I bought 


one I muſt buy more, having ſome little females 
to ſupply as well as a wife; to which ſhe an- 
ſwered, I might depend on her uſing me well, 
nay, even better than if I affected knowledge in 


ſuch matters; om which declafation I agreed for 


the pattern of four gowns, which amounted to 


four pounds thirteen ſhillings, and for tlie pays 


ment of them, and the buckles, I gavea twenty 


pound note to be changed, which Mr. Gaſkin , 


took to a Mr. Seager, at the Spread Eagle, to 
get caſh for, which he did, and, on his return, 
gave me the balance due; afterwards I bought a 
green ſilk purſe, and depoſited the money re- 
ceived from him iu it; the linens J had bought 
I left in his cuſtody for ſeveral houts aftet 
purchaſing, which I truſt, muſt indicate a juſt- 
neſs in the tranſaction, that a haſty retreat 
would have denied. I returned to London; where 
I remained until the 2oth, when a Mr. Richard 
Wiltſhire and I agreed to go to Guildtord races, 
and ſet out that evening, which turning out very 


wet weather, obliged us to ſtop at Youall ; 


on our arrival there, being fatigued, as well as 
very wet, we went into the tap room, expecting 
to meet with the beſt fire there, for the purpoſe 
of drying our cloaths: we had not been there 
long when the landlord, whoſe name I believe 
' n Nei e > ©, ©2200 
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was Peckering, advanced a converſation, whero- 
in he mentioned that a Mr. Gaſkin, of Epſon, 
had ſome little time before been taken in for 
ſome gowns, and alſo was unfortunate enough 
to have a forged note for 20l. impoſed on him.: 
previous to this repreſentation of Peckering's, 
1 had, in common diſcourſe, informed Mr. Wilt- 
ſhire, that I had bought from the before men- 
tioned Mr, Gaskin, ſome gowns, and had dif- 
counted a 20l. note for the payment, which 1 ; 
fincerely lamented, on the apprehenſion of the in- 
telligence given by Peckering. However, I ſet 
forward to Guildford, through Epſom and ſup- 
poſed, if the report of Peckering was true, L 
ſhould be more fully acquainted with the par- 
| ticulars there; my then friend and acquaintance 
| Mr. Wiltſhire and I took up our lodgings at 
the White Horſe, from whence, after ſupper, I 
adjourned to the Red Lyon Inn, where I knew - 
there was an EO table, and which I concluded 
to be the moſt intelligent office for ſcandal, or 
fhe circulation of infamy ; being a place always 
and generally reſorted to by two different claſ- 
ſes; the honeſt and unſuſpeRing, and the artful 
and deſigning; the latter ever in purſuit, and 
watching the motions of the former : there I 
ſtaid near an hour, and won nine guineas ; z from 
thence I adjourned to my inn, but heard nothing 
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( 14 ) 
during that night, either to confirm my fears or 
temove my anxities relative to the note; but 
the next morning awoke me to ſortow and 
terror, for ere I had reconciled the ſhocking 
perturbations of night dreams, a gentleman came 
to my chamber, and informed me that Field- 


ing's nien were then in town, and in ſearch of 


fome individuals relative to forged notes, that 
were uttered in Epſom ſome time back; con- 


founded and ſurprized at the intimation, I im- 


mediately ordered my horſe, and hurried for 
London, making my way acroſs the country, 
through Chertſey, Brentford, &c. until I came 
to Hanover Yard, Tottenham Court Road, where 
I alighted, and from thence ſent my horſe to 
Bond's livery ſtables, Fetter Lane; I continued 
m Hanover Yard from the night of the 2d of 
May, until the evening of the 23d, from whence 
1 proceeded to a Mr. Thomas Miller's, who kept 
the ſign of the City of Briſtol, at Iron Gate, 
Wapping ; to him I imparted the troubles of 
my mind, and my great apprehenſions of the 
danger that impended, particularly if unhappy 
enough to be taken ; how truly miſerable a long 
confinement would make me, as it would con- 
fequently diſable me from making a preparation 
for the neceſſary defence; I was far from wiſh- 
ing to evade a tria}, for on that my chief hopes 
dependedy 


s ) 


depended ; and how cruelly I was diſappointed 
in that well founded hope, will appear in the 
ſequel. Having thus explained myſelf to Mr. 
Miller, he kindly aſſiſted me in making a tem- 
porary retreat; but before it could be effected 
I was obliged to remove to another relidence, 
not chuſing to ſubje& Mr. Miller to any inoon- 
venience on my account ; I do not think it nee 


ceflary to mention here where I reſorted to 
ſuffice it to ſay, it was a place of ſafety, and 
there I remained until I took my paſſage . an 


board a veſſel bound to Peareth, in Scotland, 
in which I embarked the 24th of May, and 


landed on the 31ſt at Dundee, where I paſſed 
my time in ſome degree of eaſe and compoſure 
until the 2d of June, when, to my unexpreſſible 
amazement, I ſaw a couple of Sir John Field- 
ings men, full fraught with intelligence, and 
the ſmiling hopes of reward, the happy wages 


of their active zeal; they reconducted me to 


Pereath that night, where we ſtayed till the 34 of 
June, and from thence proceeded to Edinburgh, 
where we arrived in the evening late; my wore 
thy conduQors thought fit to indulge themſelves 
there until the 4th at night, when I was intro» 


duced by thoſe gu ardians of the publick's rights, 


to the ſheriff of Edinburgh, whoſe humanity 
ſtrietly annexed to Juſtice, I eannot ſufficiently 
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i 1 extol; ; his behayiour ſpoke the 3 the 
Chriſtian, and the upright magiſtrate; indeed 
much more js due to his worth, than my weak 
| pen can deſeribe; but if my good wiſhes and 
prayers for his happineſs can ſerye him, they are 
fincerely offered. Happy would it be far this 
country, if eyery man in office as truly attended 
of rel! in diſpenſing the laws ; ; this digreſſion 
orced from me by a a full conviction, that many 
a unhappy facrifice is made at the ſhrine of 
Tyburn for the gratification of luxury and ava. 
rice. Byt to purſue my narrative, on the 7th 
day « of June I arrived in London about ten o clock 
in the morning, from whence I was eſcorted by 
the Bow Street guards to Brompton, and there 
examined by Sir John Fielding, who thought 
proper to commit me to New Priſon, Clerkenwell, 
ſpecially excluded from the converſation of any 
erſon, and alſo denied the uſe of pen and ink, an 
interdict that I am told is frequently exerciſed un- 
der the influence of inquiſitors, but ſeldom by 
che magiſtrates of a free ſtate ; be that as it may, 
I reall) de not murmur, for the more perfect the 
meaſyre of my woe here, the greater my hopes 
| heteafter. , 1 am forry to add, that 1 experienced 
more cruelty from the keeper of that, priſo 
than I truſt any individual! in human form = 
fl on a ellow creature 3 I ſincerely forgive 
15 1 : him; 
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(3 POE 
him; his brutality was but of a ſhort duration, 
being with him only from Saturday until the 
ſubſequent Monday, when I was ſummoned to 
a ſecond examination before Sir John Fielding ; 
Mr. Gaſkin, and the other people from Epſom, 
attended to give evidence againſt me; and in 
purſuance thereof I was committed to Newgate» 
] remained there for ſix weeks, and if impriſon- 
ment can in any ſenſe be deemed tolerable, it 
muſt be under the mild and humane government 
of that excellent man Mr. Akerman, whoſe eulo- 
gium I cannot ſpeak ; for the attempt is much too 
exalted, even for the pen of excellence, and ima- 
gination falls ſhort in conceiving his worth: long 
may he, for the comfort and ſupport of 
the affficted, continue in office; ſo ſhall I ſay 
with my lateſt breath. Lulled into a, ſtate of - 
ſerenity, by the humanity I met with in that 
priſon, I was contemplating a reſignation to 
my fate, but, alas! an unexpected removal to 
the New Gaol, in the Borough, which took 
place on the 26th of July, diſconcerted the 
foundation of happineſs I had laid; and a com- 
mon care for even bodily eaſe engroſſed my 
thoughts; for it was ſome time before 1 could 
enſure the reaſonable, tranquility that might be 
claimed by even the moſt atrocious culprit; but 
at length I hit off the areamm (money) by 
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which my ſufferings were ſomewhat alleviated. 
Were I diſpoſed to enlarge upon the efficacy of 
that prevailing noſtrum in priſons, it might be 
uſeſul to the unhappy beings, whom chance or 
Þ 11] forttune may place there; but having fully 
5 reconciled my thoughts to the ſeveral hardſhips 
N j and difficulties I had experienced, ſhall leave 
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that taſk to ſome more vindictively inclined. I 
was removed to Croydon on the 31ſt of July, 
1777, in order to take my trial for the offence 
brought againſt me; but for particular reaſons I 
thought it imprudent and unſafe to riſque an 
iſſue at that time, therefore put off my trial 
until the following March. In a few days after, 
T was remanded back to the New Gaol, in the 
Borough, where I was taken very ill, occaſioned, 
J ſuppoſe, by fatigue and fretting; my illneſs 
increaſed to ſo dangerous a height that I was 
confined to my bed, and though my legs were 
prodigiouſly ſwelled, and exceedingly ſore, yet 
I was not eaſed of the very heavy irons I was 
fettered with, until the phyfician of the priſon 
had expreſsly, in writing, given orders for that 
purpoſe, his former verbal meſfages to the keeper 
being totally diſregarded. 


I continued in this deplorable ſtate of health 
until after Chriſtmas, when it pleaſed God ta 
| | favour 


( 19 ) 
favour me with a viſible amendment, which 
was much aſſiſted by the care and friendly of- 
fices of a Francis Crooke, in whom I moſt im- 
plicitly confided, and who, for a long time, 
honoured that confidence with unimpeachable 
fidelity ; no friendſhip that could be conferred, 
and within his power, that I did not experience; 
W exemplary was his apparent eſteem and zeal 
to ſerve me, that he often ſuggeſted different 
ſchemes for my eſcape ; all which I diſapproved 
of, or put a negative to, in a full conviction of 
being aquitted, if I could furniſh the means of 
feeing council, and making the other neceflary 
W proviſions for a defence. I had a juſt right to 
expect ſuch a ſupport; but finding myſelf diſ- 
appointed, and deſerted on ſo trying and criti- 
cal an occafion, I then began to deliberate on 
the propoſals of my friend, which Inow thought 
incumbent on me to execute, or ſome other ex- 
pedient for my preſervation; various were the 
plans we deviſed, which were no ſooner conceived 
than we again diſapproved ; however, we at 
* length concluded that the moſt fimple would be 
the moſt likely to ſucceed ; and accordingly we 
determined on a- diſguiſe for the purpoſe ; the 
24th day of February was appointed for putting 
our ſcheme in execution, but an unexpected ob- 
ſtacle W which marr'd our deſign; but 
| > D 2 5 dhe 
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the ſubſequent night we ſucceeded to my beſt 


fear, I: ſummoned all my fortitude, and made 
the beſt of my way through the Borough, avoid- 
ing the public ſtreets, until I came to London 
Bridge, which I paſſed over with equal diſpatch ; 
on Fiſhſtreet Hill I called a coach, and drove to 
a certain place, where I remained only three 
days, and like moſt perturbed ſpirits. I was con- 
ſtantly on the move for the nine or ten weeks 


cerity of my ſuppoſed friend Crooke, I could 
not be happy without him; I ſent for him to 
the place of my retirement;-he ſtrongly recom- 


2 0 
adv. " . „ 
2 <>, \ — _— 2 
2 — 
> 2 — — 
* 


— LEY a. 
4 * * — 
Wi 2 Ws 
— 


— 
— 
' 


as I thought. his advice had as yet proved falu- 
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wiſhes; paſting through the different keepers. 
without the leaſt notice, or ſuſpicion; the agi- 
tations of my mind, and the hurry of my ſpirits, 
may be better imagined than words can picture 
however, convulſed as I was, between hope and 


I remained in London. Recollecting the ſin- 
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mended to quit the kingdom immediately ; and 


tary, and ſucceſsful, did not heſitate to follow - 


Accordingly, on the 13th of May, he and 1 
ſet out at night, and reached Ilford, in Eſſex, 
where we met a poſt chaiſe returning to Brent- 
wood, in which we took a ſeat, and then con- 
tinued our route to Maldews and ſo on to Touls- 
bury, - 


C "0A 


bury, which is computed to be 48 miles from 
London, I ſtayed there from the Monday to. 
the Friday following, and experienced from the: 
inhabitants of that town uncommon ceivili ty, 
friendſhip, and hoſpitality, dealt, as they ſup- 
poſed, to an unhappy man, labouring under 
| ſome grievous affliction: my ſincere thanks are: 
due to them, and even to my lateſt hour a due re- 
membrance ſhall dwell on my thoughts for their 
hoſpitable refuge to the diſtreſſed. I left Toulsbury 
on Friday, and croſſed the river to Brad well, 
WW where I remained until Tueſday about 3 o'clock; - 
our ſailing the preceding Sunday being prevented 
by very ſtormy and boiſterous weather. Here 1 
W parted with, as 1 imagined, the moſt valuable 

man exiſting, the before named Mr. Crooke. 


From Bradwell I failed on Tueſday to Fluſh- 

ing, in Holland; when J arrived, I was much op- | 
preſſed in mind, ſeverely fatigued in body, and 
very low in finances, friendleſs, and without an 
adviſer for my future conduct, or how to ſupport- 
myſelf; but ſtill relying on bountiful providence, 
| I had reſolved patiently to wait its decrees. I 
had been at Fluſhing for ſome weeks before I: 
heard from any friend in England; until at 
length 1 was agreeably ſurpriſed with a letter 
from my truſty and valuably one C, con- 
toil ng gratulating 


C'S ) 


— me on my wonderful eſcape, fafe ar- 
rival at Fluſhing, &c. and alſo obliquely hint- 
ing, that he was then negotiating a matter of 
the firſt importance for my happineſs; and 
ſhould, if effected, (of which he had ſcarce a 
doubt) make all the world admire, and future 
ages in rapture record, as the proof of real 
friendſhip, I muſt own my credulous heart 
caught a pleaſing joy at the intimation; and 
had almoſt anticipated the happieſt iſſue that 
could follow : it was a falſe conception, for this 
Judas Ifeariot was then plotting my ruin, and 
bartering my life for filthy droſs, whoſe beſt 
enjoyments can not afford a counterballance to 
the horrors that muſt attend a perfidious villain 
bat foft my pen, I forgive him, and may God 
of his infinite mercy enable me ſo to do at my 
laſt moment, I truſt he will. 
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In a few days after Mr. C came to Fluſh» 
ing, and told me he had worked my pardog' 
with the Banking Company of England, and to 
corroborate his affertions, produced ſome letters 
or writings, purporting to be the aſſurances of 
this reſpectable Body of gentlemen, enfuring a 
pardon, on noli-proſequr, on condition of mak» 
ing any diſcoveries: I could, that may guard 
+ e e forgeries on their 

ane: property; 
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( 23 ) 
property; to which I replied, that what I knew 
1 would faithfully reveal, but that nothing of 
moment came within my knowledge, and that 
I was afraid, as my intelligence would not 
amount to any thing weighty or ſatisfactory, 
they might be apt to conſtrue my real ignorance 


into wilful deception, and concealments of facts; 
and to withdraw that ſanction and protection, 


which they gave him to underſtand I might ex- 


= m3 and alſo authoriſed him to profile, 
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Theſe objections were removed by ſome 


ſplendid and ſpecious arguments he adduced, 
7 which, with a recollection of his former diſen- 
: tereſted behaviour, and that he had ſtood proof 
WT againſt the temptation of the large reward of 
W 1091. which was offered for my apprehenſion, 
W quieted my doubts, and induced me to conſent 
W to return to London with him; ſo great was 
my dependance en his veracity, that little per- 


ſuaſions were neceſſery; for I can with juſtice fay, 


| that from his coming to Fluſhing, to our de- 
parture for England, did not exceed an hour; 


we took our paſſage in a ſmuggling veſſel, and 
landed very near Bradwel, on a Monday, and 
remained there until the next day, and then ſet 
out for London, travelling the firſt 20 miles on 
foot, and the remainder in a poſt chaiſe, 
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which brought us to London on Wedneſday 
morning. I then repaired to the lodging 
J had been before ſecreted in, and was 
. viſited by Mr. Crooke on Thurſday morn- 
ing, who breakfaſted with me; the interſpace 
between Wedneſday and Thurſday, being I ſup- 
poſe happily employed in accompliſhing the 
charitable meaſures he had meditated previous 
to ſeducing me from Fluſhing. Our converſa- 
tion between breakfaſt and dinner, at which he 
honoured me with his company, was on the 
approaching happineſs of my pardon, and the 
fingular pleaſure reſulting to him for being the 
lucky inſtrument of reſtoring me to freedom 
and peace of mind : tranquil under theſe pleaſing 
expectations, he left me to compleat the goodly 
work with a promiſe to come to me the next 
day; the latter he fulfilled with a witneſs, as 
the following circumſtance will evince. At the 
cloſe of day, or rather on Sunday night, which 
was a very dark one, neither ſun nor moon 
chuſing to witneſs his treachery, he called me 
out of the houſe I was in, and walked me. a 
ſmall diſtance 'from it until we arrived to a yard 
adjacent to a public houſe in Radcliffe High- 
way. No ſooner had we entered than Mr. 
Robert” Rouce, one of Mr. Hall's men, the 
keeper of the mh d Goal, took me by the hand, 

and 
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and ſaid, unhappy, man you are betrayed, "Thich 5 
was ſeconded by a troop, of auxiliaries ſeizing on 
my perſon. Whether nature betrayed ſhame or 
remorſe on the countenance of Mr. Crocke, 1 
cannot ſay, the darkne of night obſcured, the 
fluſhings of guilt that. muſt have vnavgidably 
appeared; however, he turned from me with⸗ 
out uttering a Flable, and i imme ately repaired 
to the houſe from whence he. br ught me, and 
asked the people if 1. was returned; X phich. poor 
attifice alone ſerves to mark Prenicdt itated de- 


ſigh ; 5 be has my e 


cru me, and un er a e  cieort 
I was conducted to the New "Cart in the Bo- 
W rough, where I was immediately heavily laden 
Vith irons; bifter alternative; but no relief could 
L hope for, but what aroſe from paſſive refigna- 
tion. 1 ſtruggled With ſevere difficulties for ſome 
days, until Mr. Hall humanely and ſponta- 
: niouſly eaſed them, by lightening my irons, and 
Siving me every reaſonable indulgence chat the 

nature of Wag. would allow. , n 10: radon 
! on the 29th of Tuly 15 was Sint to Gand 
ford; and on the 3 iſt pleaded to two inditements 
| that were e urged with uncommon rancour and 
| E | — mallgy : 


(26) 
malignity againſt me; for whether guilty. or 
not, I am compelled to ſay, that my proſecutors 
ſwerved much from the truth; for had they 
ſtrictly adhered to facts, it was :mpodfible that con- 
viction could follow. The teſtimony of ſeveral 
evidences were oppoſite to what they had before 
declared on their examination; on comparing 
one with the other, Mr. . on his exami- 
nation at Sir John Fielding's 8, ſwore, chat he 
had taken a note from me for 20l. on the Bank 
of England, which he changed with a Mr. 
Seager of Epſom; on being interrogated how 
he could ſwear to the identity of the note, his 
reply was, that he recognized it by a thinneſs 
in the paper more than ordinary, which he re- 
marked at the time of taking it; and alſo that 
it was preſſed and rumpled as if it had been 
in a boot, or ſome ſuch a place. Mr. Seager, 
on his examination, was asked whether he would 
fivear that the note which was then viewed, 
was the ſame which he changed for Mr. —— 
who replied, he would not for . the univerſe 
do ſo, having put the note immediately after 
changing into a drawer with other bank 
notes, for ſeveral days, havin g no occaſion 
to view or inſpe@ them, until his buſineſs 
| called bim to London, where he carried them, 
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and ;difiminately lodged them with his 
banker, and heard nothing more about them 
for four or five days; when, to his great aſto- 
niſhment, he was informed that there was a 
forged note amongſt thoſe that he had depo- 
ſited. The evidence at Guildford, in contraſt ; 
Mr, ——, ſwore, that the note then before 
the court he had of me; and on being asked 
if he took any number, name, or remark, by 
which he could aſſert a knowledge; ; replied, 
that there was a hole in the corner, and an 
impreſſion ſomewhat like letters, which, marked 
an impreſſion on. his memory. But on the 
ſtricteſt examination of another evidence, no 
ſuch letters could any ways be diſcoyered, nor 
any other particulars that could be called re- 
markable; from whence I humbly: ſubmit to 
the humane and candid, how far his evidence 
could or ought to affect my life ; but with due 
reverence to the laws. of my country I tacitly 
wait the event. Another evidence on the trial 
varied ſo far as abſolutely to contradift what 
; | he had before declared, poſitively inſiſting, that 
he never parted with the note from his hand 
after receiving it from Mr. ——, but inſtantly 
paid it to another perſon and identified it by 
the hole ſpoke of by Mr. —, though he 
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(33 3 
had in a converſation which paſſed between Mr. 
Hall, the keeper of the New Gaol in the Bo- 
rough, during my confinement there, informed 
Ein, that he had depoſited the note in the 
drawer amongſt others, as before recited: which 
converſation Mr. Hall related to me on his re- 
turn from Epſom; and” expreſsly told me that 
Seager infotmed him as before mentioned, that 
he had put The note promiſcuouſly into a drawer 
with others, &c. and could ſwear nothing about 
it; adding to this information, that if — 
ſhould,” on the trial, prevaricate, or deny theſe 
expreſſions, he would ſtand forth in the public 
court, and prove him perjured. But pro- 
miſes made to the afflicted glide from the me- 
mory of the promiſer, ſo fared it with me; for 
Mr. Hall did not oppoſe the evidence of ——— 
which, with that of ——, militated' in every 
fyllable with the information they had given 
at Sir John Fielding's. But on their new fang- 
led teſtimony, and well fabricated tale, enſued 


my conviction, which could have «never hap- 


pened, had they ſtuck to the firſt; for I ſo- 
lemnly declare in the Preſence of God, before 
whom I truſt T ſhall appear without the additi- 
onal ſin of a lie, in the awful moment of death, 
that I cloſely and minutely examined the note 


at Sir * Fielding's office, and did not, nor 


could 
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( 29 ) 
could not, trace or diſcover any hole or mark 
W whatſoever, by which it could be particularly 
known; and I declare no evidence ever made 
any ſuch remark, as a hole being in the note 
| before. Sir John F ielding, though they affirmed 
that circumſtance on oath at my trial; how they 
W have reconciled ſuch proceedings to themſelves, 
3 | God and their own conſciences. beſt known, but 
for the treaſure of the earth, I would not; be 
incumbered In heavily as they have wantonly 
loaded themſelves; and indeed it equally moves 
my wonder how any one could under the punc- 
ture and remorſe that ſhould operate on a mind; 
it not totally depraved, for the oppreſſtve and il- 
egal detention of my property; through which 
l was not only. ſubjected to want and diſtreſs 
D ay long 23d painful captivity; W N 
prived of the power of preparing againſt the 
; fatal attack that was meditated againſt me 3 _ 5 
00 en een | 


= From the preſſure of my grief and calamities 
3 1 Hound an ill-judged reſentment ſtrongly. ope- 
rating on my mind, and likely to aſſume ſuch 
a conqueſt, as muſt, if the Almighty had not 
interfered, have Anis . my future fal- 
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vation ; however, the 2 of grace prevailed, | 
and I only offer the following ſuggeſtions, for 
the digeſtion and attention of every priſon- 


keeper, who may have unfortunate men under 


the ſame melancholy circumſtances that I have 
been; for the ſtorm is over, and I truſt my 
ſhattered bark is now ſteering a ſucceſsful voy- 
age to the manſions of bliſs and happineſs: the 
matter I allude to is the great difficulty that 1s 
made of admitting a friend to converſe with, 

and to whom generally an unhappy convict has 


matters to diſcloſe which he would not chuſe 


to communicate to every ſojourner, nor proba- 
bly of ſuch a nature as would require a diſclo- 
ſure of to the divine that attends him; many 
ſuch thoughts I know from experience occur, 
and a greater burden cannot oppreſs the woe- 
ſtruck mind, than the ſuppreflion or preven= 
tion of ſuch diſcharges ; ; for however happy in 
reſignation, the convi& may be, and diveſted of 
worldly poſſeſſions, ſtill ſomething is due to 
the faithful and affectionate friend we leave be- 


hind ; and ſuch a one I had in the moſt eſſefltial 


ſenſe of the word, whoſe humanity, and dear 


remembrãnce of a diſintereſted friendſhip, which 
ſubſiſted between them and my neareſt relation, 


forcibly claimed a final and innocent farewell. 
Mr. Keene, the keeper of Guildford Gaol, at 
length 


wats "ma © ac | bows 
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length indulged me in that deſire, and I muſt do 


es the juſtice to ſay, that he behaved with ex- 
emplary humanity and, goodneſs, in the. hours 
of horror, ere, my diſtracted mind reached the 
happy ſtate of compoſure, Which was wrought 
under the auſpices of heavenly influence, by the 
Rev. Mr. Dyer; this good gentleman frequently 
attended me, aided me with his counſel, often 
read to me, and joined! in prayer, until the. happy 
W conqueſt was, gained; ; which gives me pleafiug 
A hopes of again meeting him i in the endleſs world 
of glory. -l fleg 

Having now finiſhed a faithful recital of the 
tranſactions of my life, and delivered them with- 
out mask or varniſh, I find myſelf, bound, hy- an 
3 indiſpenſible duty to fay a few words, before I 
* conclude, relating to Mr. Thomas Miller, who 
I keeps the ſign of the City of. Briſtol, Iron Gate, 
1 Wapping, who probably may meet with the 
cenſure of the public, on a ſuppoſition that he 


vas biaſſed, or prevailed on by lucre, or the 


& thirſt of gain, to betray me, or give information 
W of my retreat to Scotland; in reply to which, 
and to remove every ſurmiſe of that ſort, I de- 
8 clare that his behaviour to me was ſuch as con- 
vinces me that he never ſought nor hoped for 
any reward; but was conſtrained to appear at 
Bow Street, on intelligence being given to Sir 
John 


4 * 
John Fielding, that he was privy to my depar- 
ture from London, and knew the place of my 
deſtination, which conſequently ſudjected him 
to a committal from that magiſtrate, as an ac- 
complice, or aſſiſtant to the eſcape of a man ac- 
1 cuſed with a capital offence; fo circumſtanced, 
he was truly juſtifiable” for the part he acted; 
| and I not only forgive him, but all the world 
beſide; truſting that through the mercies of 
God, the ignominious death IJ am ſpeedily to 
fuffer, will expiate the ſins and follies of my | 
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Jay conviction; I fubmit it to public petufal, 
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A Prayer ſent to him whey under 
| Sentence of Death. 


RE PARE to meet - God 3 the kind, the 
F ſolemn exhortation of the. prophet Amos to the 
1 children of Iſrael; and with the ſame ſentence. would 
| N I now addreſs you, my dear friend, and tbe Lord 
il with power Bleſs it u your ſoul. You now ſtand 
Wondemned, and muft ſhortly pay your forfeited liſe 
% the laws of your country. I do. not think it my 
ly to enter into the nature or enormity of the act 
, which you are to ſuffer, only to obſerve, that there 
4 necefity. for ſeverity in the execution. of the. 
aws againſt crimes, that Aike at the root of all 
3 roperty, public and private, in this commercial na- 
3 ion. My only aim 1s to endeavour, it 4s the 
Weil! of God, to convince. you that not anly. the Jaw: 
N of man, but the Holy commando of a righteous Gad, 
Wave been broken and trampled upon by the diſcbe- 
Nlient practice of not anly you, but me, and the whole. 
A nf race of Adam; for:the Apoſtle bears bis teſti- 
Vomp to this truth; for be ſays, we have all famed. 
3 ond come ſhort of the Glory of Gad: and the Liturgy. 
7 our eftabli ifhed church. agrees. .with the Holy Scrip- . 
Fures in the ſame, in that excellent Confeſſion in the: 
F * 


8349 
beginning of the Prayers, Almighty and moſt mer- 
ciful Father, Sc. I. would beg to recommend the 
uſe of this prayer, in your private devotions, before the 
Lord. It is a little Body of true Divinity; and if 
you are any way awakened to a ſenſe of your ſtate as 
a wretched ſinner, and alarmed at the awefulneſs of 
your fituation, ſo ſoon to be launched into that tre. 
menduous abyſs, of a never ending eternity ; you will 
find the breathings of your ſoul to be expreſſed in it ; 
and, as I obſerved before, it is a Body of Divinity ; 
for when it has led the foul into deep humility and 
abaſement, to acknowledge its unworthyneſs, it leads 
ſweetly to comfort, in the mercy of God, thro Feſus 
Cbrift. The Lord, I truſt, will in mercy Janttify 
it in both parts to your ſoul, and give you a ſaving 
experience of the whole in its true meaning here, and 
the happy enjoyment of the benefit of it in glory bere- 
after. But as I am ſenſible, if your mind is truly 
awakened, your difireſs muſt be exceeding great, not 
only lamenting the hemou fneſs of the crime for which 
you are to ſuffer, but groaning under the burthen of i 
thoſe mountains of fin and iniquity which you have 
been committing all your life long, againſt the Divine 
Majeſty of Heaven; if fuch is the caſe, my friend lay 
ew, not only acknowledge the juſtice of the ſentence of 
the law againſt you, but the juſtice of God, was he to 
faſs the ſentence of the ſecond death upon you, I mean 


not in 4 _ of deſpair, but * in the = Y 


es, 


(8 ) . 

your deſert as a guilty finner. No, bleſſed be Gad, there 
js no room for deſpair in the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt 3 
there is pardon and peace for dying ſouls. Come 
unto me, /aith our dear Lord, all you. that are 

W weary and heavy laden, and I will give you reſt: ' 
and, in another place, Whoſoever cometh to me 1 
will in no wiſe caſt out. No, be thou ever ſuch 3 
nner; for the blood of Feſus cleanſes from all fin. 

W Lift up thy head, thou priſoner of hope, and look 
to the promiſes 4 God in Chriſt Feſus. 


2 

Ir The Lord, by his grace, bleſs theſe A broken 

r hints ts your precious ſoul, and by the ſame grate 
„(able you to mate fuch diligent uſe of your Hime as 

i7 be prepared for your awful and approaching 

„ clange; that when the ſolemn period comes, you may 

„ „ le to bear your igſtimony, that God is a great 

ly Ws for griver. If there ſhould be any appointed 10 4% "oh 

„„ Ou, if you pleaſe to impart this alſo to them 

.» began this, I am informed you have a pious liyye * 

of | Wome atiends you on this melancholy” occafion'; 1 

b_ Lord, I truſt, will make you thankful for the 

1 mercy! and will alſo bleſs his JOS mftruftions 4 
Ly to you all, to his grace, 1 
5 I now commit you to peace, and though we are nearly 3 


45 
- Nee. to each other here, truſt, through the mer, 
% forgiving God, will meet in Heaven, So 7. q 
thy ſoul's well: wiſher, 
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The foregoing Narrative of * unhappy Pers 3 
by, .th erein mentioned, having been put mtg I 

N by him, with a Requeſt that 1 would, . 
for the Sake, of ſoime Friends whom be has left F 
5 * , (far whoſe Bencht this, 1s printed) au- f 
— — it as his own «Compoſition. 1. 0 
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hereby, to diſcharge my Promiſe to him in his 
lag. Moments, « certify that the ſame vas deli þ 
vered te ne by him in his own. Hand writing ß 
A: have e Satisfaction to aſſure hl 


Public, that during. my Attendance. upon him, 
under We Friſon, and at che 


7 we ban both a8 a Man and 4 as 
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